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Learning Outcomes 

We will help you learn to: 

 

• Describe the key elements of a strong, multi-platform bio 

• Recognize various styles and format of well-written bios 

• Explain how to avoid bio killers  
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Are Bios Important?  
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Survey Says 
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• Lawyer biographies account for 80% of legal site traffic.  

• GCs rank lawyer bios # 2 when it comes to influence on 

hiring selection.  The #1 spot belongs to personal 

recommendations. 

• 65% of all traffic to law firm websites begins with a 

Google search. 

• 90% of GCs believe law firm websites play a key role in 

influencing purchasing decisions for legal services. 
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Hook Readers Up Front  
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Hook Readers Up Front  

In his counsel to public and private companies, Randy Bridgeman 

often serves as deal steward and outside corporate counsel, 

quarterbacking the deal process from pre-sale through to closing 

and positioning clients for expansion, strategic partnerships and 

changes in ownership. 
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Don’t Bore Your Readers 
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*Thanks to Blattel Communications for their Mad Libs! 

Avoid the lockstep approach to bios! 
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“His practice focuses on …” 

 

Don’t Bore Your Readers 
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Don’t Bore Your Readers 

“His/her practice focuses on…” 

16 



 

Don’t Bore Your Readers 
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“Handles a variety of complex _____” 



 

Don’t Bore Your Readers 
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“… is uniquely qualified”  
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Rightsize the Info   
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Rightsize the Info   
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Tabbed schema 
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Rightsize the Info   
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Plenty of white space 
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Rightsize the Info   
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Bulleted lists 
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Rightsize the Info   
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Rightsize the Info   
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A Remarkable Life Trajectory: From Braille to Yale 

 

In its recent profile of Cyrus, The Seattle Times wrote: "At just 31 

years old, Habib has mastered skills to bypass the limitations of his 

disability, and that has allowed him to trace a remarkable life 

trajectory.‖ Citing his loss of eyesight to childhood cancer, the 

Times highlighted Cyrus's accomplishments as a Rhodes Scholar, an 

editor of  Yale Law School's flagship law review, and an attorney at 

Perkins Coie. 
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Rightsize the Info   
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Subheads:  Worth your writing time 
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Be a Name Dropper 

(with client approval, of course!) 
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Be a Name Dropper 

(with client approval, of course!) 
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Make it Professionally Personal   
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Vinita Mehra is an attorney who cares — about her clients and her 

community. Her professional and personal philosophy includes 

giving back in ways that make a meaningful difference to the local 

and global communities to which she dedicates her practice. Vinita 

is a firm believer in Gandhi’s idea of ―being the change you want to 

see in the world.‖ 

 

Make it Professionally Personal   
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Make it Professionally Personal   
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Nathan would be famous enough as a major case litigator even 

without the three High Court cases he's run and his appearance 

on TODAY where he delivered the immortal quote "It's game over, 

Sony." Nathan's experience encompasses intellectual property, 

franchising and a wide variety of contract claims. Clients love him 

because he's commercial, confident, fast and entirely entertaining. 

 

Make it Professionally Personal   
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Make it Professionally Personal*   
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Raised in Beaufort, Mr. Harper is a graduate of Mossy Oaks 

Elementary School and Beaufort Academy. Upon graduation from 

high school in 1985, Mr. Harper enrolled at the Washington and 

Lee University. He played guard for the men’s basketball team and 

was a multi-year letterman. He also was awarded an ROTC 

Scholarship while a undergraduate student in Lexington, Virginia. 

The summer before his senior year, he completed both the Army 

ROTC advanced Camp in Fort Bragg, North Carolina and the 

Airborne Course at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

 

Make it Professionally Personal*   
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Only YOU Can Save a Bio 
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Roadblocks 

  Legalese, parentheses, semicolons 
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Remove Reader Roadblocks 
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Roadblocks 

  Legalese, parentheses, semicolons 

Her experience further includes negotiating and drafting (including AIA 

modifications) construction contracts and related management agreements, 

subcontracts and agreements for provision of architectural and engineering 

service for public and private projects throughout the United States. In 

addition, Ms. Smith represents solar energy providers in connection with 

solar energy and water harvesting projects located in various states and is 

involved in documenting and negotiating agreements related thereto, 

including solar power purchase, lease and sublease agreements, solar 

easements, and master engineering procurement and construction 

agreements. 
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Don’t Become Marcia, Marcia, Marcia 
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Don’t Become Marcia, Marcia, Marcia 
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Don’t Become Marcia, Marcia, Marcia 

Neil ____ is recognized… 

Neil is also co-leader of the firm’s…. 

Neil is an expert… 

Neil’s solicitor expertise…  As a litigator, Neil has… 

Neil has developed… 

Neil is an expert in all aspects… 

Neil understands… Neil specializes in…  

Neil also enforces…  

38 



 

Don’t Bury the Lede 
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Don’t Bury the Lede 
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Ms. Smith received her JD from George Washington University and is 

a lawyer in the firm’s IP group. She has been with the firm since law 

school, focusing on intellectual property matters. She is an active 

member of the DC Bar and regularly publishes articles and speaks on 

issues relating to her practice. Ms. Smith has filed many patents for 

her clients in a variety of fields. 



 

Don’t Bury the Lede 
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Don’t Bury the Lede 
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Wendy Smith has handled over 200 cases before the United States 

Patent & Trade Office (USPTO) and filed nearly a thousand patent 

applications. As a lawyer in DCH's IP Practice Group, she helps clients 

with a range of patent filings for technical, medical, pharma, and 

business processes.  

Wendy also edits DCH’s USPTO Blog. In the Sept 5, 2015 issue, she 

wrote about successfully managing the patent maze. 

Highlights 

 Named one of Washington’s Women to Watch for three consecutive years 

(2013-2015) 

 

 

 



 

Bragging Rights and Wrongs 

Mr. Jones and his litigation teams have not lost a trial, 

arbitration, or other case-dispositive motion in more than a 

decade. During this same period and for each case not 

settled following decision, Mr. Jones and his team have 

been affirmed on appeal. He is also a certified mediator 

and has substantial experience mediating and arbitrating IP 

disputes.  
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On Point Bios  

DO Right Size the Info  
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Avoid the K-JD Syndrome 
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On Point Bios  

DO Right Size the Info  
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Dig for the Experience 
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Meta Matters 
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Meta Matters 
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Meta Matters 

48 



 

On-Point Bios 

DO Hook Readers Up Front 

• Value the real estate, a prized nutshell in <100 words 

• Use memorable and engaging language 

 

DON’T Bore Readers 

• Check for overused phrases, clichés 

• Avoid Mad Libs, generic approaches 
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On-Point Bios 

 DO Rightsize the Info 

• Use design – tabs, more prompts, white space 

• Use writing – bullets, subheads, pull quotes   

• Adapt for RFPs, LinkedIn, social media, bio requests 

 

 DO Be a Name Dropper (With client approval, of 

course!) 

• Speak volumes with specifics 

• Address your audience  

• Add personality and authenticity 
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On-Point Bios 

 DO Avoid K-JD Syndrome 

Dig for the experience   

 

 DO Write a Meta Description  

   Use to control how Google describes lawyer 

   Reinforce how attorney fixes client’s pain  

   Differentiate common names 
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Only YOU Can Save a Bio 
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Reader Roadblocks 

  Legalese, parentheses, semicolons 

 

Marcia, Marcia, Marcia 

  Vary sentences and paragraphs 

 

Burying the Lede 

 Avoid scavenger hunts 

 

Bragging Rights and Wrongs 

 Tread lightly and cautiously 
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Our Contact Info 

 Amy Spach 

Marketing Content Manager, Perkins Coie LLP  

 Twitter: @aswrit  

 Aspach@perkinscoie.com  

 ph: 310-788-3343 

 Nancy Slome 

Principal, Lawyers Biography Service  

 Twitter: @nancyslome   

 nancy@lawyersbioservice.com 

 ph: 843-846-0311 
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